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HEALY
DavidAbout David Healy

David is an environmental professional 
with a degree in Law and a masters 
degree in Environmental Science. He 
works as Policy and Advocacy Officer 

with Oxfam Ireland, 
focusing in particular on 
the impact of climate 
change and biofuels on 
developing countries. 

He has served as a 
Councillor for two 
periods: during the 
1990s he campaigned 

against the rezonings later investigated 
by the Mahon/Flood Tribunal and 
promoted the Howth Special Amenity 
Area Order; from 2004 to 2009, he 
was successful in achieving strong 
energy efficiency standards for new 
developments and promoting the 
provision of children's playgrounds. 

David is active in Howth Pathways and 
Friends of Balscadden Bay as well as 
in Friends of the Irish Environment and 
Feasta, the Foundation for the Economics 
of Sustainability. Let him work to preserve 
and enhance our community as your 
Councillor.

The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas 
works to make our society fair, 
sustainable, peaceful and healthy. 

We believe in enabling all the earth’s 
people to meet their needs while 
ensuring a decent legacy for future 
generations. 

We seek real local democracy based 
on accountability, openness and 
participation.

We point the way towards a more 
equitable economy which works with 
and not against nature.

We want to move taxes from labour 
onto resources, taxing energy, 
development land and other natural 
resources which need to be used more 
carefully.

We propose a basic income, quality 
health care and education for all.

We work for human rights and 
peaceful resolution of disputes.

The Green Party does not accept 
corporate donations. Tá leagan Gaeilge den bhileog seo ar fáil.

Howth/Malahide Ward



Protection of Nature
When he was last on the Council, David 
got the Howth Special Amenity Area Order 
Management Committee going again. He 
has remained an active member of the 
Committee as a community representative 
during the last 5 years.

Planning in the Public Interest
David has a long record on local planning 
issues. He challenged the Howth House 
development in the High Court, opposed 
corrupt rezonings in the 1990s, and 
successfully appealed to An Bord Pleanála 
against Fingal’s approval of a hotel in the 
middle of the green belt between Baldoyle 
and Portmarnock.

Amenity Walkways and Cycleways
Priority issues for David include:
• the coastal walkway/cycleway between 

Baldoyle and Portmarnock
• the link along the viaduct from Malahide 

to Donabate which is at planning stage
• a link from Claremont Beach to the 

Claremont Road level crossing.
David is committed to protecting the rights of 
way on Howth Head which are so important 
to residents, visitors and the local economy.

Sustainable Transport
David has worked for safer road designs 
which promote public transport and reduce 
risks for pedestrians and cyclists.

Open and Participative Government
We face the challenge of transition to a 
low-carbon economy and society. To make 
this transition we need honesty, good 
ideas, a sense of common purpose and a 
commitment to fairness. Local government's 
role is to be responsive to input from civil 
society and the public, to be transparent in 
its processes, and to take decisions in an 
accountable fashion. This includes allowing 
citizens to have their say in decisions such as 
the proposal for a directly  elected mayor.

David's own website reflects this approach. 
Further information on the topics in this 
leaflet can be found at www.davidhealy.com

Howth/Malahide Ward needs a Green Councillor
Green Buildings – Warmer Homes
When they were elected in 2004, David and 
his fellow Green councillors on Fingal were 
very conscious of twin challenges of climate 
change and rising fuel costs.

The national Building Standards were years 
behind best practice in other countries. 
David realised that the Greens could use 
their power to set planning policy to impose 
higher standards in Fingal. They convinced 
their fellow Councillors to require new 
houses in Fingal to use 60% less heat than 
houses elsewhere in the country.

The direct effect was new householders in 
Fingal paying 60% lower fuel bills than they 
would have. But it also served as an example 
- first for other local authorities and then for 
national government, which has extended 
the same energy savings to new buildings 
nationwide.

Now the main challenge facing both national 
and local government is the more difficult 
task of bringing the existing housing stock up 
to higher standards.

Responsible Management
Energy and resource efficiency also affects 
the Council's own work. When he chaired 
the Environment Committee in the Council, 
David drove more attention to energy 
efficiency. This has led to large energy and 
cost savings for Fingal ratepayers and public.


